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FOUR CEBU TEAMS JOIN CARRERA HABAGAT’08
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Four teams from Cebu have signed up for the eighth edition of the Carrera Habagat next month
in Santo Domingo, Albay, and are hoping to break the bridesmaid finish jinx of the Cebuanos.Last
year, two teams Kalit Pepsi and dKalit Plantation could only come in second and third, respectively, to
Davao Eagles. This time, they are back with a vengeance as they are the first teams to sign up for this
year’'s Carrera. Still led by the same team captains Rico Valentin and Ramses Urgel, the teams have
been preparing for a tougher Carrera challenge.

Another team, Team Bloodred, is anotherfavorite in the race. The team is anchored by Cebu
based German rider Jeans Funk. Funk took a different route to prepare himself for the grueling chal-
lenge a head and has opted to boost his stamina by riding. Funk recently arrived form competing in
the Mongolian Tour last Monday. The other team has not sent its lineup at press time. Nadine Vallejos
of Habagat said that they are inviting more teams from the South to take part in the race.

The Carrera, which is considered the toughest outdoor adventure race of the country, will be
held in Luzon for the first time in eight years. Previous editions of the race were staged in several
uncharted exotic locations in the Visayas and Mindanao.

LUZON RACERS

Organizers decided to bring the race to Luzon to invite more teams from the North. This year,
there will only be 20 control points (CPs) that racers need to navigate to, remarkably less than the 25
to 30 CPs in the past.

TOUGH

However, Vallejos said that this does not mean that the race will be easier than the last edition.
“We have always maintained that each year the race gets tougher than the last and that is still hap-
pening this year,” Vallejos said. Not all teams get to finish the race with some dropping out because
they could not sustain the physical requirement that the challenges require. “It will be more challeng-
ing especially with the return of our route setter, Ramon Vidal. So he is making sure that this one tops
those past races,” Vallejos said. Vallejos also added that the challenges are not the only ones racers
will be looking forward to as the cash prizes are also increased this year.This year’s race will start on
Nov.12 and all teams are expected to reach the finish line by Nov.14.
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